




A s the prophecy of this hadith unfolds  
 in front of the world, despair and  
 grief dominate the lives of thousands 
of orphans, widows and destitute in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. Ummah 
Welfare Trust continues its mission of 
changing this despair into hope and the tears 
into smiles.

The gratitude and prayers offered by the 
mothers of those orphans who are being 
offered the love and care of a father continue 
to be an inspiration to this charity. Trustees, 
staff and volunteers see rays of hope for 
their own akhirah as Allah Subhanahu wa 
ta’ala clearly states, ‘The Most Merciful has 
mercy upon those who have mercy for 
others. Show mercy upon those on earth, the 
one in the heavens will have mercy on you.’ 
(Muslim, Hadith Qudsi)

Since the inception of Ummah Welfare Trust 
in the last decade, the world has seen major 
disasters, wars and tribulations. We pray to 
Allah, Most High, to forgive our 

Rays of hope
shortcomings during these testing times. 

The charity would like to reaffirm its 
commitment to its 100% Donations Policy 
which has instilled a new trust and 
confidence in the field of charity. Ummah 
Welfare Trust has grown from a modest 
yearly turnover of £200,000 to £10 million in 
its tenth year of operations. 

I pray to Allah to accept the efforts of 
Ummah Welfare Trust; its volunteers, staff 
and donors; and to make it a vanguard for 
the orphans, widows, disabled, weak and 
destitute of the whole world.. 

Ameen.

‘This Ummah of mine is one upon 
which mercy is shown. It will have no 
punishment in the next world, its 
punishment in this world will be
Trials, Earthquakes and Killings.’

Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said,

- Abu Dawood

Muhammad Ahmed
On behalf of the trustees



















FORGOTTEN
FAMILies  OF CHECHNYA
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Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said,
‘Fear the supplication of the oppressed, for there is no barrier between it and Allah.’
                                                     - Bukhari

 espite the aggressive secularism of  
 the communist regime during the  
 cold war, Chechnya remained 
relatively peaceful up until 1994.  

The first Chechen war between 1994 and 
1996 turned Grozny into rubble. During the 
fiercest fighting, 4000 bombs and mortars 
rained on the residents of Grozny every 
hour. This war claimed the lives of 80,000 
Muslims and lead to the disappearance of 
15,000 more. 

When the Russians departed, they left behind 
more than 500,000 land mines and 
unexploded ordnance which maim and kill 
innocents to this day. 

The second war has been fought with the 
same tactics, around the same gorges and 
same mountain villages, but with even more 
brutality. Estimates suggest that at least 

another 25,000 Muslims have been killed with 
up to another 5,000 missing. 100,000 are 
internally displaced within the region.
Most of this beautiful land and its people 
have been destroyed in acts of violence that 
would shock even the hardest of hearts.

In 2007, UWT met an elderly Chechen 
refugee lady in Azerbaijan whose 5 sons were 
killed in the war. She recalled finding one of 
her sons in a body bag:

‘My insides turned to ice and I could not breathe. 
I fell to the floor clutching my chest and the 
women ran to my aid. They tried to get me to my 
feet but I screamed. I screamed… I screamed.
Inside was the mutilated body of my eldest son. 
Parts of his face were badly burnt and dried 
blood and deep wounds disfigured his handsome 
face. I held him to me. His was my blood and I 
felt that I was the wounded one and my blood 
was flowing from my wounds; slowly killing me.’
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Upholding a Widow's Honour

UWT in chechnya

WELCOME TO OUR CLOSE RELATIVE
 ‘Umar Ibn Al Khattab Radiallahu’anh went to 
the market, and a young woman ran after him 
and said, ‘O Ameer ul Mu’mineen, my husband 
has died and left behind young children. By Allah 
they cannot take care of themselves and they own 
nothing, and I am afraid that the hyena will eat 
them. I am the daughter of Khufaf ibn Eema’ 
al-Ghifari and my father was present at 
al-Hudaybiyah with the Messenger of Allah 
Salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam.’ 

‘Umar stood with her and did not move on. 
He said, ‘Welcome to our close relative.’

Then he went to a strong camel that was tied 
near the house and loaded it with two big 
vessels which he filled with foodstuff and he 

Zeena Shakaeva is a widow.  A few years ago 
her son, the father of two young girls, was 
killed in an explosion. The mother, unable to 
cope with the stress, walked out and was not 
seen again. Zeena’s own husband, who was 
mentally ill, died some time later. 

For many months, Zeena, with no family and 
no income, had to fend for her own children 
and her two grandchildren. 

Upon learning about her plight, UWT 
sponsored the two grandchildren. With the 
sponsorship money, Zeena bought a new pair 
of shoes for each of her grandchildren for the 
first time. UWT also helped Zeena set up a 

Emergency Food Aid

Widow and Orphan Sponsorships

Prosthetic Limbs

Iftar and Qurbani Programmes

Qur’an Distribution

Family Sponsorships

small kiosk in the neighbourhood. She was 
provided with a fridge, freezer and washing 
products. A gas stove was also given so she 
could bake bread.

Alhamdulillah, Zeena could now run her 
own business with the help of her children. 
Inshallah with the income generated she 
can now give her granddaughters an 
education. 

Upon receiving help, Zeena cried and prayed 
to Allah Subhanahu wa ta’ala for the well-being 
of her helpers. She asked Allah Subhanahu wa 
ta’ala to continue to assist those involved in 
relieving the sufferings of people like her.  

Since 2004, UWT has attempted to help the noble Chechen people by providing:
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placed money and clothing between them. 
Then he gave the reins to her and said, 
‘Take it, for it will not finish until Allah gives you 
some more.’ 

A man said, ‘O Ameer ul Mu’mineen, you have 
given her too much.’ 

‘Umar said, ‘May your mother be bereft of 
you! By Allah, I saw the father and brother of 
this woman besieging a fortress for a long time, 
then we conquered it, then the next morning 
we shared out the booty because of their 
actions.’
      
    - Bukhari



















 he last ten years have been   
 particularly difficult for Muslims in  
 Africa. They have suffered from 
droughts, famines, dead livestock and 
exorbitant food prices. Civil strife and the 
displacement it brings have further 
condemned these poor people to despair 
and hardship.

In 2005 UWT fieldworkers travelled to Buula 
in Ethiopia. The area was gripped by famine.  
A blind man, who had lost his sight because 
of malnutrition, said to them:

‘We are so hungry. We are suffering from many 
problems because of the government. We never 
get any help. We need help from our brothers 
and sisters in Islam, whatever they can do. Please 
don’t forget us. We need education in religious 
matters and schooling for our children.’
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Rasulullah Salallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said, ‘Indeed the believer in connection to the 
rest of  the believers is like the connection of  the head with the body; the believer 
pains/suffers for the believers the way the body pains due to the pain in the head.’ 
                - Ahmad 

Niger
Mauritania
Somalia
Guinea Bisseau
Gambia
Nigeria

500
Million
Muslims
Need Help

Senegal
Kenya
Ethiopia
Sudan
Mozambique
Malawi

Since 2001, UWT has 
undertaken relief efforts in:

‘This Ummah of mine is one 
upon which mercy is shown. It 
will have no punishment in the 
next world, its punishment in 
this world will be TRIALS, 
Earthquakes and Killings.’



 rought and locust invasions have  
 condemned the poor Muslims of  
 Niger to starvation, disease and 
displacement. Two thirds of Niger’s population 
survive  on less than $1 a day. 

Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam said,
‘It is not becoming of  a Muslim to sleep on a full stomach whilst those around him
(his neighbours) go hungry.’               - Bukhari

HUNGRY
IN NIGER

In 2010, Niger was in the midst of a massive 
food crisis. In the province of Dosso, which 
was particularly suffering at the time, UWT 
distributed 105 tonnes of maize and 105 
tonnes of millet in one hundred villages across 
three districts: Birni, Koygolo and Koita. 

Alhamdulillah, bags of maize and millet were 
delivered door to door in many villages, 
benefitting thousands of people. 

In 2010, UWT travelled to the province of 
Dosso.  A field worker recalls:

‘Our guide took us to an area which was a 
barren desert. We asked him about the 
significance of this area, thinking that it would 
be a place of some forgotten history.

He told us that this land was the farmland of a 
neighbouring village that had finished planting 
seeds on it. They were now waiting for the rains. 
If the rains came, then they would have food 
for the year. But if the rains did not come, the 
locals prepare themselves for a year of 
starvation and hardship.

Every family in this village had lost at least one 
child to the droughts.’

UWT fieldworkers came across families eating 
leaves and animal feed. Women with babies on 
their backs were walking for miles looking for 
sustenance. Children were lying on their 
stomachs sipping from pools of dirty water.

A CARAVAN OF HOPE
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